
 



 
 

"Devilishly charming...A touching tale of love." ðLibrary Journal  
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Dear Reader,  

 
Happy new year! May this year bring peace and prosperity, love and happiness, and everything 
you desire.  
 
In this new year, there are lots of exciting things happening at  
The Rom ance Reviews. First up is our party in March, as we 
celebrate  our 4 th  Anniversary ! Save the date! Authors 
interested to join the party for promo may email me at carole 

@ theromancereviews.com for details.  
 
The next exciting thing is the new feature to the ezine. We 
interviewed popular authors on their upcoming/latest releases. 
Enjoy these interviews with Alexandra Ivy, Susan Mallery, 
Kate Pearce, Sabrina Jeffries, Laura Griffin , and Lexi 
Blake . We hope to bring you more in the coming issues. 

Enjoy!   
 
We wil l talk about other exciting things in the coming issues.  
 
TRR reviewers have also chimed in on what they think are the 
best books  they've read in  2014. These will also be featured on 
the blog , but unt il then, here's a sneak peek:  
 

 
 
It was a Historical Fiction but I liked it because 
you can see the same things today when it 
comes to abuse and people trying to hide it. It 
was also a lovely exciting romantic tale. Read 
more.   (Recommended by Linda Hays -Gibbs)  
 
 
 

 
 
Romantic, refreshing and perfect. Though itôs a 
Valentineôs Day story, itôs really a good one to 
read during any season, especially if you need 
a little cheerin g up. ..  Though the story was 

short, I thought it was the right length for this 
story, ending on a note of possibilities and 
hope. One of the best short stories Iôve read! 
Highly recommended. Read more .  

(Recommended by Ashia)  
 
 
 
 

 

Two lovers bound by fate, torn 
apart by evil, and reunited by 

destiny  

 

 
A hidden wolf pack. Lies. 

Intrigue. Reluctant heroes. Get 
to know the Black Hillsé 

http://theromancereviews.wordpress.com/
http://www.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=12491
http://www.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=12491
http://www.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=13029
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Wow, without a doubt, this has got to be one of the most clever, unique plots, I 

have ever read! This book blew me away both with its completely unguessable 
suspense filled plot and its erotic na ture... Read more.   (Recommended by BJ)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A dark and gritty voyage through a world of 
mystical powers, eroticism, violence, 
emotional and physical abuse. (Recommended 

by Jennifer Bosco)  
 
 
 
 

 

 
MAKE IT COUNT is on e of those books that 
resonates with you and stays with you long 
after you have finished reading it. A true 
keeper, and a book Iôm certain to reread time 
and again.  
 

Best of all, MAKE IT COUNT has heart. Itôs 
there in the issues the author tackled with tac t 
and sensitivity. Her characters are also not 

cardboard characters, but persons with depth and substance, 
much like the book is... Read more . (Recommended by Ashia)  
 

 
Ms. R eisz is really in a class of her own.  The 
religious symbolism and forbidden nature of 
this romance is so engaging that I was unable 
to put this book down until I finished it all!  
Then I spent a number of days afterwards 

digesting just how intricate and w ell crafted 
this romance was... Read more . 
(Recommended by BJ)  
 

 
 

 
A steamy emotional charged romance that 
follows a couple as they begin a friendship that 
turns into so much more. (Recommended by 
Jennifer Bosco)  
 
 
 

 

Let a 1Night Stand -  or 17 -  
change your life.  

 

 

Two lonely lives collide in the 
cold. Is she a danger to the 

Black Hills Wolves?  

http://erotic.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=15109
http://www.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=14365
http://erotic.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=14466
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I loved the way the author used the study of language as part of the romance. 

Read more . (Recommended by KindleRomance)  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
I enjoyed the action, excitement, and humor. Read more . (Recommended by 
KindleRomance)  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Happy reading, everyone!  
 

 
 
 
 

   

She's a bad girlfriend...  
Can she give him a reason to live 

through her sweet songs and 

special gifts?  

Will FBI Agent Arin Tho mas have 

to Shoot to Thrill just to keep 

herself alive?  

 

http://glbt.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=15580
http://glbt.theromancereviews.com/viewbooksreview.php?bookid=13692
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Rating:                        
 
 

Amazon Kindle  
 
 
After a whirlwind courtship, the Christmas season f inds plain -Jane-
with -a-secret Elle Houston engaged to one of the brightest stars in 
the Hollywood firmament -- and falling for the personal chef at her 
ritzy, pre -wedding resort.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Review by Ashia 
 
CHRISTMAS STAR is a lovely, heartwarming romance perfec t for any season.  
 
Elle Houston can't believe she's engaged to a Hollywood A - list movie star, Taylor Collins. 
However, she's filled with misgivings, especially when Taylor had to go to New York for a shoot 
instead of spending time with her in the days befo re their wedding. He sent her to the ritzy, 
exclusive resort where their wedding was to take place, where she met their personal chef, Luc 
Favreau, and felt an instant connection to him...  
 
Christine Ashworth imbued this short story with a fairy tale, mag ical feel surrounding the unlikely 
romance between Elle and Luc. Theirs is an insta -soul -mate -deep - recognition kind of start to the 
relationship. Yet, I like that they didn't rush into it. They decided to take the time to get to know 
each other, to be frie nds first, to let these initial feelings build on solid ground.  
 
Elle is a likeable heroine. I can certainly empathize 
with her feelings of awe at having caught the un -
catchable Grade A movie star and wondering if it all 
was real. Yet, she's also grounded  in reality, and what 

I like most about her is her independence and her 
wanting to make her own way.  
 
Luc is a romantic! My kind of guy. I almost swoon every time he opens his mouth. Such a guy 
probably doesn't exist in real life, so I'm taking what I can get in books. And he cooks! Can he get 
any better? He's perceptive and probably great in bed, too, and he's a hunk! I am soooo green 

with envy.  
 

Perfect reading any time. 
A gem! 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B00OM0TX7A/theromancereviews-20
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The story is filled with intriguing little details that make Luc's expertise seem authentic, details 
like techn iques in cooking and wines. These don't come off as dry reading, however; there was 
just enough to give flavor and round out Luc's character. The author's secondary characters come 
across as unique individuals, but none more especially than Conway Davis, T aylor's agent and 
manager. He's intriguing and I don't mind getting to know him a lot better!  
 
One thing, though. Some dialogue toward the end come across as a little cheesy, but it's no 
biggie and didn't deter my enjoyment of this story. As the first book  in a series, it certainly served 
its purpose in stirring interest in me to read the next book! The best thing about CHRISTMAS 
STAR is that, despite its title, it is perfect reading any time, but especially for when you need a 
lovely, heartwarming tale to lift up your spirits. A gem. Don't miss this!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

When Molly Hart returns from the 

dead, no one is more shocked 

than Texas Ranger Matt Ryan.  

FBI Special Agent Riley Mathews 

works alone and for good reason.  

Will Penn be the answer to 

Miranda's dreams, or her worst 

nightmare ? 
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Welcome, Kellyann , and please do tell us more about your 

intriguing  seri al , 101 NIGHTS !  
 
Q: What inspired you to write the serial, 101 Nights ? What 
is it about?  
  
I'm fascinated by the legend of the jinn. I've written two novels 

with a male genie a nd thought it was time to give equal time to a 
female genie. I also wanted to take the time in a story to show 
how there really could be another world where genies live and 
which is accessible to us. I did a lot of research into the transfer of 
electromagn etic fields and how a scientist who knows what heôs 
doing might be able to capture protons and electrons from a 

different dimension and rearrange them here, like capturing the 
proverbial genie in a bottle.  
 
101 Nights  is about a genie, Amani Zarin, whose w orld is losing its energy. Her uncle is a scientist 
and discovers one of those dimensional passages to Earth, which has an abundant supply of 
energy. Amani is chosen to be the ambassador from Jinnistan to work with a human scientist, the 
devastatingly hand some Jason Masters. She has to live with him in the New Jersey suburbs for a 

little over three months (101 Nights) to explore the spike in energy that occurs when genies are 
near humans é the closer the better. 
  
Q: Interesting! What was the rationale in m aking this a serial instead of one book?  
 
My publisher, Boroughs Publishing Group, has developed a line called Romantisodes, which are 

serials or like a soap opera that continues from story to story, but with new intrigue and a climax 
in each one. They app roached me about writing a genie installment and I was all for it. The story 
continues over five books. You really should start with the first one, but itôs not hard to catch up if 
you start with two or three, which is generally how it works with a serial.  
 
Q: How do you keep track of the details?  

             
I keep an active file of notes as Iôm writing. I usually have three windows open on my screen: one 
with my draft; one with an outline; and another with details about each of the characters and who 
did  what with whom.  
 
 

 
 

Follo w  

Kellyann Zuzulo  

Website 

Facebook 

Twitter  

LinkedIn 

http://kfzuzulo.com/
https://www.facebook.com/kfzuzulo
https://twitter.com/kfzuzulo
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kfzuzulo


 

The Romance Reviews 

 

11 

 

                                                                                                                                                                    January 2015 

 

 

Q: What was their first meeting like?  
 
Amani and Jason first meet on their wedding day in the first book, TO HAVE AND TO HOLD , and 
this is how it happens:  
 

Closing her eyes, Amani steeled herself. She had avoided looking at 
the man a t her side, Jason Masters, her new husband, had avoided 
looking at him all through the ceremony and before. Now she glanced 
at him sidelong.  

Despite her barb at Westcott and the people who worked with him, 
Dr. Jason Masters was by no means little. Amani w as taller than most 
human men, yet he was taller than she by a forehead. That irked 
her. Neither was he bad - looking. For a human. Okay, he was hot. 
She had come across the term in her cultural research of the human 
world and liked it. Hot.  Forged from fire , her people reveled in flame. 
This word suggested the comfort of Jinnistanôs scorched mountains, 
the joy of riding Sinbad into the Bitu Valley so rife with fissures to the 
center of the earth that the air crackled with fire.  

Her new husbandôs jaw flexed, and cocking her head Amani assessed him further. The poor guy 
was agitated. But, who wouldnôt be? It was his wedding day and he was meeting his bride for the 
first time. Oh, and by the way, she was a genie. And in a bad mood.  

His full lips formed a straig ht line ðan attempt to appear stoic or munificent? No. Neither. He 
appeared raw and somewhat bewildered but resigned to his task. A good scientist with a difficult 
hypothesis. A hypothesis that was even now standing in front of him.  

He turned, and the expre ssion on his face was both wary andésurprisingly playful. ñDo I get a 
kiss?ò  

His voice was smooth and deep. For an irritating moment he seemed pleased with what he saw, 
with Amani, then Amaniôs gaze whipped back to the Covalink CEO, the main architect of this 
spectacle, whoôd scoffed and turned away. Sudden anger at Westcottôs demeanor, her situation, 
and humans in general got the better of her. In one graceful flip of her hand, Amani flung back 
the curtain of hair from her shoulder and flourished three fi ngers at Westcottôs retreating back, 

preparing to singe his suit just enough to make her feel better.  

ñWhoa, there!ò Her husbandôs grip on her wrist was faster than she would have given him credit 
for, and Amani was startled to find herself staring into eyes the color of the Topaz Caves on the 
far side of Jinnistan. A lock of brown hair had fallen across her husbandôs broad brow, and he 
twitched his head as though to shrug it away. The strands clung together as though damp. ñNot a 

good idea.ò 

ñIs any of this a good idea?ò she snarled at him, consciously ignoring 
the tiny coterie of Covalink executives and Jinnistan ambassadors 
who were now beginning to mingle. With a twist of her arm, she 
dislodged his grasp. If not for the flower - laden pedestal at her hip , 
she would have moved entirely away from him.  

She barely saw his lips move, but his voice was low and rueful. ñToo 
late now.ò  

Their faces were close enough for a kiss, she realized. Her husband 
stared back, not blinking, his black eyelashes as thick as the fringe 
on a hand -tied carpet. The way they shadowed his amber eyes 
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reminded Amani of a soft feather caressing her naked back, and the thought sent a shiver down 
her spine. Even more potent, for the second their gazes locked she felt challenged and equa l at 
the same time. Her shiver radiated outward, wrapping around her waist and making her suddenly 
all too aware of his closeness. Something inside her trembled.  

He quirked his lips. ñNow, how about that kiss?ò  

Smirking like a child, she leaned into him. ñFine.ò She knew her duty. Kissing a human would be 
no more momentous than stepping on an ant ðfor her. For him? Well, he would be the ant. The 
contact would provide a nice electrical shock on those soft, full lips. ñPucker up, pretty boy.ò 
  

Q: Why are Ama ni and Jason perfect for each other?  
 
Because they complement each other. Sheôs fiery and short- tempered, but loyal and would do 
anything to save those she loves. Jason is more analytical and takes his time with decisions, 
which drives her crazy, but heôs ferocious when it comes to love.  
 

Q: Which is your favorite scene in the entire serial? Why?   
 
This scene is from the fourth book, DANGEROUS DEVOTION , and I think it encapsulates some 
of the difficulties that Amani and Jason have in maintaining a relatio nship. Even though itôs about 
being from two different worlds, literally, the obstacle of misunderstanding is the same any 
couple might have and shows how wrong perceptions can stop you loving fully and freely.  

~ o ~  

Amaniôs body ached. And as consciousness returned, she smelled his 
scent. The smell of thyme and wood chips. She had noticed it the 
first day she met him, at the makeshift altar in a Covalink conference 
room. It seemed like a lifetime since that day. Something tickled her 

nose. Blinking her ey es open, she saw the curly top of his head 
where her chin rested. He lay on his back with his arms loose around 
her waist. His chest was no longer rising and falling.  

Alarmed, she pulled back to peer at his face. Eyes closed, he looked 
as though he slept.  

ñJason. Jason.ò She eased from on top of him and went to her knees 
at his side, looking around. Loamy soil cushioned her knees. They 

had landed on the bank of a river. The shushing sound that filled her ears was that of a waterfall. 
The Turquoise Falls of  Jinnistan. All around them the evergreen trees of the Jade Forest rose like 
sentinels. Beyond their needled peaks, the sky was white and magenta. Spray from the falls 

misted them, cooling their bodies. She lay his head on her lap, running her hand across his brow. 
His body was still warm, but dropping in temperature.  

ñJason. Please. Wake up.ò As she bent over him, she listened for a breath. Nothing. She leaned 
closer. Gently, she used her fingers to open his lips. His jaw dropped slightly. With an inhale, she 
pressed her mouth against his and exhaled. His lips were soft, still warm.  

Closing her lips around his, she breathed again. Warmth from his throat curled into her mouth, as 
though air rose from his lungs. She pulled her mouth away, inhaled, and closed her mouth around 
his again. Suddenly, soft lips became firm and he was kissing her. A gasp of surprise passed from 
her lips, but she didnôt break away. The kiss grew deeper.  
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He buried his fingers in the twist of her hair at the back of her neck. Probing w ith his tongue like a 
man hungry for more, he pulled her harder against him. She lost her balance and fell against his 
chest, still meeting him thrust for thrust, sliding her tongue in and out to meet the dance of his.  

ñAmani.ò Her name was a moan in his throat.  

And a door to reality. She twisted her head away and laid her palm flat on his chest, rising above 
him like a cobra.  

ñJason. I thought you wereðò 

ñémissing you. Thatôs why I came along for the ride.ò 

ñNo.ò She pursed her lips, considering him. ñI doubt that.ò 

His gaze was heavy - lidded but held the mischief she had seen there so often when they were 
together, when he was pleased.  

She tilted her head. The Heart of Bitu dislodged from her cleavage and swung between them on 
its silver chain. Jason glance d at it. A tiny line appeared between his eyes as he lifted his gaze to 
hers once more.  

There was the shadow of severity in his eyes now. But she ignored it. She couldnôt care what he 
thought about her. ñAs with any married couple, Iôve learned about you.ò 

ñWhat have you learned?ò 

ñFor one thing, I know that look.ò  

ñReally?ò He raised an eyebrow. ñWhat am I saying with my eyes?ò 

ñThatôs the look when you get what you want.ò 

He looped his arms low at her back and tugged slightly. ñThatôs right. 
I have what  I want.ò 

Amani bit down on the swell of joy that rose in her chest at his 
words. She wanted to believe him. But it didnôt matter how he felt 
about her. She had never come on this journey for reasons having to 
do with love, lust, or personal satisfaction o f any sort. Her mistake 
was in letting herself be convinced by those dreamy amber eyes of his ðeven for a brief time ð
that she could find happiness in the arms of a human. Her work to save Jinnistan didnôt leave 

room for her and someone else. There were alre ady enough people who counted on her. She had 
to simplify her life and her mission. She had to remind herself of all the reasons that he was 
wrong for her.  

ñBy that, Iôm guessing you mean you have a jinni.ò 

His brow creased. ñWhat is that supposed to mean?ò 

ñIôm worth five million dollars as a jinni, but not as a wife.ò 

He dropped his arms to the ground at his sides. ñThatôs the problem, isnôt it? Iôm your husband 
and itôs a big problem for you. Especially when you have Sumer the Destroyer waiting to ride you 
through dimensions.ò 

Amani jerked up to sit on her bent knees. ñWatch yourself, human.ò 
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Q: Among all the characters in the serial, major and minor, which is your favorite? 
Why?  
 
I love Sumer, the rebel genie who was once Amaniôs lover. He hates humans and tries to 
sabotage her efforts to collaborate with them. Heôs big, furious, but sweetly still in love with her, 
despite all his bluster é and tattoos é and muscles. 
 
Q: W hich character in the series is the most difficult to write? Why?  
 
Jason was diffi cult. I wanted him to be charming and a little mysterious, but that was hard when 

heôs going up against genies. I had to make sure he wasnôt overshadowed by Amani. I think there 
needs to be a balance between the two main characters, where each has their st rengths and 
unique qualities that make them irresistibly readable. I think I got it. Heôs really a doll. 
 
Q: W ill there be more in the 101 Nights serial? Please give us 
a sneak peek.  

 
The serial wraps up with the fifth book, which is EVER AFTERS and 
should  be released in February. Four books are already out: To Have 
and To Hold; Reluctant Rapture; Ties that Bind; Dangerous Devotion. 
In this final book, Amani and Jason face their biggest challenge ever, 
completing the contract of their 101 Nights  and each re turning to 

their own world.  
 
Q: Whatôs up next for you? 
 
Iôm writing a stand-alone romance that will include angels along with 
genies. Meanwhile, my thriller, Gnaw, is being shopped around by my 
agent. Itôs about Ann Cane, a journalist who hides out in a small Long Island town to escape a 
predator and encounters a killer coyote. Along with my writing, I work as a book editor helping 
authors get their books into top -seller shape. Iôve worked with about half a dozen authors in the 
past several months and jus t love it.  
  
Good luck!  J Seems you've been very busy. Thanks a lot, Kellyann , for giving us these insights 
into your amazing seri al! Now for the Fast Answer Round:  

 
Favorite household appliance:  Oven  
Favorite TV series:  The Blacklist  
Favorite movie:  The  Quiet Man  
Favorite book:  Outlander  
Canôt leave home without it: Kindle  

  
Favorite chocolate:  Aero  
Favorite superhero:  Aqua Man  
Favorite food: Soup  
Most influential person: Tommy Mac (my dad)  
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About the Author, Kellyann Zuzulo :  

Kellyann Zuzulo is an award-winning author who loves to write 

about a world where genies and humans mingle. Her novel, The 

Genie Ignites, was a finalist in the 2013 Abalone Awards, which 

�U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���³�2�X�W�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J���(�W�K�Q�R-�&�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���5�R�P�D�Q�F�H���´���+�H�U�����������1�L�J�K�W�V��
series from Boroughs Publishing Group puts a modern spin on the 

dream of genies, placing her warrior-genie heroine Amani in a New 

Jersey suburb with a hunky human husband and nosy neighbors.  

 

She also works as a book editor and edits both fiction and non-fiction 

books for clients who seek clarity, continuity, and beauty in their 

written work. Kellyann is a member of International Thriller Writers, 

Backspace Writers Group, and Romance Writers of America. She lives on the East Coast with her 

husband, three children, and two terriers. 

 

 

 
 
Book 1 in t he  101 NIGHTS  
 

 
 
 
 Boroughs Publishing Group  

Amazo n Kindle  
Smashwords  

 
 
 
When hot - tempered ambassador Amani Zarin makes a deal with her 

uncle to save her beloved homeland, she becomes America's first 
desperate genie housewife. To rescue Jinnistan, she agrees to marry 
Jason Masters, the une xpectedly sexy scientist whose chemistry starts 
explosions in all the right places and who -- with her assistance -- holds the 

key to saving her homeland. She and Jason must navigate conniving board members, hostile ex -
lovers, and nosy suburban neighbors to ac hieve wedded bliss -- at least for 101 Nights . 

 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD is the first installment in the ongoing tale of love, lust, lies and loyalty 
that surround a beautiful genie living in the New Jersey suburbs.  
 
 
 


